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which in the event of a hostile landing were to fight for the defence
of London on the line of the north Downs. The Luftwaffe suffered
heavy losses and failed in its attempts to beat down the resistance
of the Royal Air Force ; and before mid-September it was clear
that the air battle of Britain had been a German defeat. At the
same time Hitler's intelligence informed him that there were
thirty-nine divisions, a total of a million and two-thirds men,
available to meet and defeat the invasion, while our air and naval
attacks took heavy toll of the shipping concentrating in the Channel
ports to transport the invading army. On September 17, therefore,
Hitler decided that in view of the unfavourable weather prospects
and the inability of the Luftwaffe to guarantee the army's sea
passage " Operation Sea Lion " must be abandoned. In mid-
October the troops and shipping allotted for it were dispersed, and
the invasion was postponed, ostensibly till the spring of 1941, in
actual fact indefinitely. Opinions will probably always differ as
to its practicability ; but the failure to attempt it lost Germany her
only chance of speedy victory, and rendered inevitable a long
drawn-out war of attrition, which could lead at best to a negotiated
peace, and might, if American assistance to Britain became exten-
sive and effective, turn to the fatal disadvantage of Germany.
As events turned out, therefore, the Army's part in the battle of
Britain and the period of subsequent air attacks, which continued
with varying degrees of intensity from June, 1940, to May, 1941, was
confined to General Pile's Anti-Aircraft Command, which in July,
1940, totalled close on 160,000 men, with 1,750 heavy and light
guns and 4,000 searchlights. By May, 1941, its strength had risen
to 300,000 and the guns and searchlights to 2,500 and 4,500
respectively. Owing tofaleficiencies of armament and equipment,
the Command was not in a position to cope unaided with un-
expected or exceptionally heavy attacks and could play only a
secondary role in the actual Battle of Britain itself; nevertheless,
it claimed to have destroyed or damaged some 360 hostile machines.
The ordeal of the subsequent night raids was much more onerous
and prolonged. These began on London early in September, 1940,
were switched to industrial centres and ports in mid-November,
and were again switched to the western ports in February, 1941,
ceasing after affinal raid on London in May, 1941, when German
preparations for the attack on Russia called the bulk of the Luft-
waffe away to th£ east. Many of the problems of defence against
these night raids were never solved throughout this period. Early
plans for the anti-aircraft defence of London broke down, it
took many months to equip all the defences with radar, which
was first used in October, 1940, and there were difficulties in
co-ordinating the work of guns, searchlights, and night fighters.
The result of all these handicaps was that in the period October.
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